Earlier this year I wrote in my editorial ''Spring Board'' that the IJMC would be published by Springer International Publishing AG to pursue the widest coverage for our product. This successful transition allowed us to continue to access new sources of information and technology and to ensure a seamless transfer of that information to the global casting community. Springer is one of the largest publishers of scientific and materials journals. This change broadened our journal's access to institutional subscribers, expanded our global reach and offered an enhanced interface for the submitting authors and peer reviewers ensuring that the IJMC will continue to be a world class research journal. As a subscriber, you should have noticed the increased number of papers in each issue as we have seen a fourfold increase in submissions to the IJMC. The first issue of the IJMC in 2017 will be a special issue, IJMC-WFC (World Foundry Congress), which will feature invited extended papers from the 72nd WFC held May 2016 in Nagoya, Japan. The designation of the IJMC as the ''Official Research Journal of the WFO'' (World Foundry Organization) has allowed us to increase access to the latest and best research and technical information globally to present to our readership.
During this past year, the American Foundry Society and the International Journal of Metalcasting continue with its own transition. In January, Doug Kurkul took the helm as the new AFS CEO, taking over from retiring CEO Jerry Call. Doug has hit the ground running and has been working with our Board of Directors, committee and chapter volunteers and AFS staff to build on all that AFS has achieved in recent years under Jerry's leadership.
As many you know, I have been planning my retirement for a few years now and have finally become a parttimer! I retired from full-time affiliation with AFS as of July 1. Please feel free to contact Doug or Zayna with any questions or comments, your input is always welcome. So, while I am no longer going to the AFS office as often as I used to do, I will continue to reach out to you on this page in future issues of the IJMC as Editor-in-Chief. So, just as I have experienced firsthand, transition is something we all must face and embracing it allows us to improve.
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